PROPOSAL 1
CAMERON




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handhook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024,
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

o J = M
Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): C()JMW

School:Cameron High School ] Daytime Phoné?304-686-3336 | Evening Phone:

Directions:
1. Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.
2. All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.
3. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.
4, Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section: 127-3-10. | Rule Number:10.1-10.7 | Page:65

10.1. Each member high school shall be classified as either AAAA, AAA, AA, or A based on the total
score given by the classification model that considers the factors of enrollment, location, and
economics. The designation shall be done after the end of the second school month of the odd
numbered year preceding the classification. For an éxplanation of the classification model, and how
scores are assigned, see Appendix 1.

10.2. Classification of member high schools shall be determined every four years on the even
numbered years and will remain in effect for a four year period unless the school experiences a 20%
change in enrollment using WVDE enrollment figures at the end of the second school month.
Classification changes due to a 20% change in enrollment becomes effective next academic year.
10.3. A school may choose to compete in WVSSAC tournaments in any class above its classification
providing proper notification is made to the WVSSAC prior to Friday of week 27 after classification has
been approved by the Board of Directors. Approval of this option will be for a four year period and
will be effective for individual sports sponsored by the school.

10.4. The Board of Directors may structure the WVSSAC tournament series in each sport by
classification (AAAA-AAA-AA-A). Each sport will be structured according to the level of interest and
accommodation for tournament alignment. The WVSSAC will conduct a survey of the membership
prior to any change of structure of any given sport.

10.5. If a consolidation of two or more member schools occurs during the classification period, the
‘new member school will be reclassified based on the total score given by the classification model that
considers the factors of enrollment, location, and economics.

10.6. No member school shall, based on the classification, be compelled to play more than one class
up from where it would be classified in a three class system based strictly on enroliment.

10.7. The WVSSAC Board of Directors is authorized to grant a waiver to a classification assighment
when it determines the rule fails to accomplish the purpose for which it is intended.

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.
Keep what was voted on before, almost unanimously.

Other Rules Affected

Rule Section Page

Rule Section Page

Rule Section Page




PROPOSAL 2

DODDRIDGE/
WILLIAMSTOWN




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9
Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or

deletion, must be emailed to david.pric e@vvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, Octoher 9, 2024,
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

l’rmcmal Submitting Proposal {pleasa sign): :,—,NJ.J \_/nt @R 727 s B
a) ﬁaZbga

( School: Williamstown High School | Daytime £hotie: 1 (304) 375-6151 [ Evening Phone: (30
~| Doddridge County High School

Directions:

Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.

All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.

. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

. Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

=N e

Section: 127-3-10 | Rule Number: 10 | Page: 62
Typa the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired., Type the present wording of the rule and strike through any deletions
and underseore any new words, phrases or sentences.

§127-3-10 Classification

10.1. Each member high school shall be classified as cither AAAA, AAA, AA, or A based on thetatal
seore-given-by-the-classifiention-modeHhat-considers-the-factors-oFenrollment-location-and-economies
the total enrollment of students. The designation shall be done after the end of the second school month
of the odd-numbered year preceding the classification.

10.2. Classification of member high schools shall be determined every four years on the even numbered
years and will remain in effect for a four-year period unless the sehool experiences a 20% change in
enrollment using WVDE enrollment figures at the end of the second school month, Classification
changes duc to a 20% change in enrollment becomes effective next academic year,

10.3. A school may ¢hoose to compelte in WVSSAC tournaments in any class above its classilication
providing proper notification is made to the WVSSAC prior to Friday of week 27 aller classification has
been approved by the Board of Directors, Approval of this option will be for a four-year period and will
be eflective for individual sports sponsored by the school.

10.4. The Board of Directors may structure the WVSSAC tournament sevies in cach sport by
classification (AAAA-AAA-AA-A). Each sport will be structured according to the level of interest and
accommodation for tournament alignment. The WVSSAC will conduct a survey of the membership prior
to any change of structure of any given sport,

10.5. IT"a consolidation of two or more member schools occurs during the classilication period, the new
member school will be reclassificd based on the total scere-given-by-the-elussifiention-modelthat
considers-the-foetors-ofFenrollment-loeation;-und-economies corollment.

10:6-No-member-sehool-shall-based-on-the-classification;be-compelled-to-play-more-than-one-elass-up
from-where-it-would-be-elassified-in-n-three-elass-system-based-strictly-on-enrollment:

10.6. In a four class system for AAAA, AAA, and AA classilications, the lowest calculated 1otal
enrollment score must be at least 60% of the highest total enrollment score within that classification. or
football playing Class A schools with a otal enrollment score below 60%, they should explore options
like 8-man football or a Junior Varsity schedule o ereate a safer environment for their student-athletes.
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a thiee class system AAA and AA classifications, the lowest caleulated total enrollment score must be al
least 50% of the highest total enrollment score within that classification,

10.67. The WVSSAC Board of Directors is authorized to grant a waiver (o a classification assignment
when it determines the ule fails to accomplish the purpose for which it is intended.

Rationale: Be very clear In your explanation.

This proposal not only streamlines the classilication process by using enrollment as the sole crilerion, but
also ensures transparency. It introduees a safeguard: the lowest enrollment must be at least 60% of the
highest within each classilication in a four class system and S0% in a three class system. Furthermore, it
responds appropriately to the WV Review Board’s emphasis on player safety (due to large enrollment
raps), especially in contact sports like football, and addresses their concern about ‘inadequate
justification” for classification line cutolTs, Importantly, this information is readily accessible, enabling us
to promptly update classifications for member schools to adapl.

Other Rules Affected

Rule | Section Page
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes,

—




PROPOSALS
3,4,5
FAIRMONT SENIOR




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): James Green

School: Fairmont Senior HS ] Daytime Phone:304-367-2150 [ Evening Phone:304-657-7927

Directions:
1. Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.
2. All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.
3. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.
4. Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section: §127-3-10 Classification l Rule Number:10.1 | Page:65

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
threugh any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.1. Each member high school shall be classified as either AAAA, AAA, AA, or A based on the total
siven-by-theclassification-medelthat-conside he-factors-ofenrollment-locationand
economies—enrollment of the student body as listed in WVEIS. The designation shall be done after the

end of the second school month of the odd numbered year preceding the classification—Feran

anat ification-modeland-ho ores-are-assighed,-see-Appendixd: The total
number of schools participating in the WVSSAC will be evenly divided by 4, with the largest schools
placed in AAAA, the next largest in AAA, the next in AA, and the smallest schools in A.

o = d

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.

The use of the competitive balance model was a lot of work for not much reward. Take out the 20% of the equation that
does not add value to determining competitiveness. First, SES levels are not specifically indicative of the school’s ability to
produce competitive teams. Secondly, proximity to a city of 10,000 also doesn’t indicate any increased or decreased ability
for a school to produce competitive teams. For example, Fairmont is a city of 10,000 but offers no advantages in facilities or
recreational leagues that one assumes will exist for a “large” city. Even division of classifications removes confusion or
controversy about how schools were placed for competition. Top athletes are anomalies in the general student population,
therefore large schools have a greater total number of anomalies than a smaller school. Alignment by school enroliment
maximizes the reliability of equality of competition due to similar student populations from which to draw athletes.

Other Rules Affected

Rule Appendix 1 Section Page 115
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.



West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): James Green

School: Fairmont Senior HS | Daytime Phone:304-367-2150 | Evening Phone:304-657-7927
Directions:
1. Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.
2. All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.
3. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.
4. Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section: 127CSR3 ] Rule Number: Appendix 1 l Page: 115

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.
The use of the competitive balance model was a lot of work for not much reward. Take out the 20% of the equation that
does not add value to determining competitiveness. First, SES levels are not specifically indicative of the school’s ability to
produce competitive teams. Secondly, proximity to a city of 10,000 also doesn’t indicate any increased or decreased ability
for a school to produce competitive teams. For example, Fairmont is a city of 10,000 but offers no advantages in facilities or
recreational leagues that one assumes will exist for a “large” city. Even division of classifications removes confusion and
controversy about how schools were placed for competition. Top athletes are anomalies in the general student population,
therefore large schools have a greater total number of anomalies than a smaller school. Alignment by school enroliment
maximizes the reliability of equality of competition due to similar student populations from which to draw athletes.

Other Rules Affected

Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.



West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price @wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): James Green

School: Fairmont Senior HS | Daytime Phone:304-367-2150 | Evening Phone:304-657-7927

Directions:

Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.

All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.

Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

BN e

Section: §127-3-10 Classification | Rule Number:10.4 | Page:65

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

system and all sports at each school will compete in the classification assigned to that school.

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.

The previous rule allowed for decisions to be made for classification and competition by a committee of individuals with no
defined parameters for setting classification participation. Prime example of golf, cross-country, track, soccer, wrestling and
tennis. The delineations were made for participation without use of the then approved competitive balance formula.

Other Rules Affected
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.



PROPOSALS
6,7,8
FRANKFORT




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price @wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024,

Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 mymitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please signk4 7~ _—

School: Frankfort High School | Daytime Phone: 304-726-4767 I Evening Phone: 304-579-5300

Directions:
1. Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.
2. All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.
3. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

4. Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section: §127-3-10 | Rule Number: 10.1 | Page: 60

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.1. Each member high school shall be classified as either AAAA, AAA, AA, or A based on the total
m;egwea—bﬁh&daﬁs*ﬁeauen—med&tha%eméem&he-ﬁa&eﬁsﬁ# enrolimentJecationand
economics—The-designationshallbe-done-after of grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 using West Virginia
Department of Education enrollment figures at the end of the second school month of the edd
nummbered year preceding the classification.

10.1.a, Sports using the four classifications shall be separated using the following model:

AAAA 16 Schools
30% of the total number of member schools in AAA, AA, and A. If a number
AAA . :
——— ends with a decimal, round down.
K 30% of the total number of member schools in AAA, AA, A. If a number ends
_ with a decimal, round down.
A The remaining member schools

Example: 124 Member Schools

AAAA 16
AAA 32
AA 32
A 4

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.

This model returns to classifications being detgrmined by enroliment only. This establishes a system that is void of data that
could be inaccurate, misleading and/or fails to accomplish the purpose for which it was intended. We believe that this
system will prevent conflict and future litigation which keeps control of athietics in the hands of the WVSSAC and the
principals rather than the courts and/or legislatures. This model has established cut lines for each classification which
provides transparency to all member schools. Using percentages rather than set numbers In classes AAA, AA, and A allows
the system to remain falr and change as the number of member schools’ changes over time. A set number has been
implemented for AAAA because of the large gap in both enrollment and athletic success between the largest schools in the

state and all other member schools.




Other Rules Affected

Rule 10.5 Section §127-3-10 Page: 65
Rule 10.6 Section §127-3-10 Page: 65
Appendix 1 Page: Appendix 1

Only member school principals may submit changes.




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changesin the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition
or deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wyssac.org by 4:00 pmon Wednesday, October 9,

2024. Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPE/X——1—may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sngn)/ ///

School: Frankfort High Daytime Phone: 304-726- Evening Phone: 304-579-
School 4767 5300
Directions:
1. Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.
2. All proposals must be stated clearly and cancisely.
3. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.
4. Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section: §127-3-10 [ Rule Number: 10.1 | Page: 60

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the presentwording of the rule and strike
thretgh any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.1. Each member high school shall be classified as either AAAA, AAA, AA, or A based on the
totaleeer&gwen-bﬁheehaseﬁmaﬂeﬁmede&hmeﬁerdefs—me&ew enroliment;teeation;
and-econemics-The-designation-shatt-be-done-after of grades 9,10, 11, and 12 using West

Virginia Department of Education enrollment figures at the end of the second school month of
the eddrumbered year preceding the classification.
0.1.a. Sports using the four classifications shall be separated using the following model:

20 % of the total number of member schools. |f a number ends with a

decimal, roun wh.
A 25% of the total number of member schools. If a number ends with a
AAA decimal, round down.
AA
A

AAAA

25% of the total number of member schools in AAA, AA, A. If a number
- ends with a decimal, round down.

The remaining member schools

Example: 124 Member Schools

AAAA 24
AAA 31
AA 31
A 38

Rationale: Be very clear inyour explanation.




This model returns to classifications being determined by enroliment only. This establishes a system thatis void of
data that coutd be inaccurate, misteading and/or fails to accomplish the purpase farwhich itwas intended. We
believe that this system will prevent conflict and future litigation which kasps cantrol of athletics in the hands of the
WVSSAC and the ptincipals rather than the courts and/or legislatures. This model has established cut Unes foreach
classiflcation which provides transparency to all member schools. Using percentages rather than set numbers allows
the system to remain fair and change as the number of member schools’ changes over time.

Other Rules Affected
Rule 10.5 Section §127-3-10 Page: 65
Rule 10.6 Section §127-3-10 Page: 65
Appendix 1 Page: Appendix 1

Only member school principals may submit changes.




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changesin the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition
or deletion, must be emailed to david.orice@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9,

2024. Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIIX;%W be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign):7# 4/-"';/_

School: Frankfort High Daytime Phone: 304-726- Evening Phone: 304-579-
School 4767 5300

Directions:

Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.

All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.

Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

LN

Section: §127-3-10 | Rule Number: 10.2 | Page: 60

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
threugh any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.2. Classification of member high schools shall be determined every fotr two years on-the
evernumberedyears-and will remainin effect for a fedr two year period unless the school
experiences a 20% change in enrollment using WVDE enroliment figures at the end of the second
school month. Classification changes due to a 20% change in enrollment becomes effective
next academic year.

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation,

We believe that changing the reclassification period to two years vs four allows for more accuracy within the system.
We understand that enrollment come in waves. This change prevents member schools from being classified (both up
ordown) where theydo not belong for along period of time.

Other Rules Affected
Rule 10.3 | Section §127-3-10 | Page: 65

Only member school principals may submit changes.




PROPOSAL S

GEORGE

WASHINGTON




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024. Only
rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): Jim J. Crawford Jr.
School: George Washington Daytime Phone:304-348-7729 Evening Phone:304-415-6975
High School

Directions:

Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.

All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.

Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

ol bl o

Section:127 I Rule Number:3-10.1 | Page:65
Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

Each member high school shall be classified as either AAAA, AAA, AA, or A based on the-tetalscore

given-by-the-classification-medel-thateonsiders-the following enrollment figures: AAAA (1000+), AAA
(650-999), AA (400-649), A (399 and helow). lecationand-ecenomics—The designation shall be done

after the end of the second school month of the odd numbered year preceding the classnﬂcatmn—Fe;

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.
The present rule has spawned a series of appeals to classification, which has resulted in a Board of Review mandate to move
schools down a classification. This affected the landscape immediately in football. This proposal would encompass all
sports, and simplify the classification of all schools and sports across the state.

Other Rules Affected




Rule127 Section10-3.5 Page65

Rule Section Page

Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.




PROPOSALS 10-14

LINCOLN




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024,
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submijited.

|

Sy {
Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): = | “owsS<L L3 I=2—""o[q 9

School: Lincoln High | Daytime Phone:304-326-7408 | Evening Phone:304-904-2862

Directions:

1. Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.

2. All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.

3. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

4. Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section:127-3-10 | Rule Number:10.1 | Page:60

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired, Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.1. Each member high school shall be classified as either using the Classification Chart:

Minimum Number of Schools Division of Classlfications Range of Schoals in each Class
48 ] 24-36
72 m 24-32
98 v 24-31
124 \ 24-30

AAMLGLAANA oF-A based-onthe total sceregiven by-the-classification-model-thatconsid ers-thefactersofenrollments
location-and-economics-The-desigpationshall be-dene-after the-end-of the secon dschool-menth-ofthe-edd-numberad-year
-p;‘eeeding—t—hoﬂa{,s#i@a—tion.—.’-er—aﬂ-s:cplanatEo:—}—ef—the-ela:;s‘rf-ieatien—ms:ie!ﬁﬂd-hel.'.f—sc—af'es—e}rec—&signed,—se&&.p;;endi—xé
based upon the AVERAGE Daily Attendance as certified by principals on the WVEIS EOY Attendance Collection. Member
schools who are exempt from WV §18-8-1. Compulsory school attendance shall be classified based upon EOY enrollment.

The classification rankings shall be distributed to member schools prior to week 5 of the odd numbered year preceding the

classification (immediate for this cycle) .

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.
Rationale: Classlfication should not be an arbitrary deslgnation decided by the Board of Directors. Each classification should
be ranked and equally divided based upon the number of schools participating. The AVERAGE Daily Attendance is a more
accurate assessment of students who are available to participate in activities.

Other Rules Affected

Rule 127 -3~ 10 Section 0. 4 Page Lo
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024,
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted,

{y B v | "
Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): T\ el LI L2 5— 107 (202X
School: Lincoln High | Daytime Phone:304-326-7408 | Evening Phone:304-904-2862
Directions:

1. Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.

2. All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.

3. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

4. Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section:127-3-10 | Rule Number:10.2 | Page:60

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.2. Classification of member high schoals shall be determined every feurtwo years on the odd numbered years and will
remain in effect for a feur two year period unless the school experiences a 20% change in enrollment using WVDE
enrollment figures at the end of the second school month. Classification changes due to a 20% change in enroliment
becomes effective next academic year.

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.
Rationale: Two years is a more appropriate duration of time and is the length of typical home and home game contracts.

Other Rules Affected
Rule127-3-10 Section10.3 Page60
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be sulﬂntted

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): <\ )w._,&{ wo. L —

School: Lincoln High | Daytime Phone:304-326-7408 | Evening Phone:304-904-2862
Directions:
1. Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.
2. All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.
3. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.
4. Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section:127-3-10 | Rule Number:10.3 | Page:60

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.3. A school may choose to compete In WVSSAC tournaments in any class above its classification providing proper
notification is made to the WVSSAC prior to Friday of week 27 7 after classification has been approved by the Board of
Directors. Approval of this option will be for a four two-year period and will be effective for individual sports sponsored by
the school.

Rationale: Align with 10.1 and 10.2.

Other Rules Affected

Rule127-3-10 Section10.2 Page60
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be subgltted

0O )
Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): T o 63 - J»'/\"/ 1077 [a02%

School: Lincoln High I Daytime Phone:304-326-7408 l Evening Phone:304-904-2862
Directions:
1. Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.
2. All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.
3. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.
4. Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section:127-3-10 | Rule Number:10.4 | Page:60

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.4. The Board of Directors rnay shall structure the WVSSAC tournament series in each sport by classification-{AAAA-AAA-
AA-Ad-as outlined in the chart below:. Each-spertwillbe structured-ascerdingto-the level-ofinterest and accommedationfor
tewrpamentalighment:

Minimum Number of Schools Division of Classifications Range of Schools in each Class
48 I 24-36
72 ] 24-32
a8 v 24-31
124 v 24 -30

The minimum number of participating schools to conduct a state championship shall be 24 schools. The number of
participating schools will be divided by the number of classification divisions to establish cut lines for each classification. If
each classification is not balanced, the Board of Directors shall use 127-3-10.1 to balance the range of schools in each class.
The WVSSAC will conduct a survey of the membership prior to any change of structure of any given sport.

Rationale: The Board of Directors’ discretion needs to have a clear and outlined limit as defined by the Board of Control. This
is evident by the decision of the Board of Review to remand classification back to membership. A published procedure with
defined numbers prior to the release of classification rankings will provide clarity and limit implicit bias that currently is
unchecked within rules 10.1 and 10.4.

Other Rules Affected
Rule:127-3-10 Section:10.3 Page: 6D
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member schaool principals may submit changes.




PROPOSAL 15

MARTINSBURG




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): Trent Sherman
School: Martinshurg HS | Daytime Phone: 3042673530 | Evening Phone:3046768592

Directions:

Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.

All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.

Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

& WP

Section:127 | Rule Number:3-10.4 & 3-10.7 | Page:65

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.4. The Board of Directors may structure the WVSSAC tournament series in each sport by
classification (Division 1, 2, 3, 4. 1 being the smallest schools and 4 being the largest schools)
(AAAA-AAA-AA-A)- Each sport will be structured according to the level of interest and accommodation
for tournament alignment. The WVSSAC will conduct a survey of the membership prior to any change
of structure of any given sport.

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.
Simplify language for classes.
Simplify dual class sports
Remove appeal for classification.

Other Rules Affected

Rule Section Page




Rule Section Page

Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.




PROPOSAL 16

MIDLAND TRAIL




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): Richard Petitt

School: Midland Trail High Daytime Phone:304-658-5184 Evening Phone: 304-663-6937
School

Directions:

Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.

All proposals must he stated clearly and concisely.

Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

MNP

Section:Appendix 1 1 Rule Number: | Page:19-20

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
threugh any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

This considers the following factors: enrollmentdecatien-and economics. These factors are given
individual scores, which are then given a weighted aggregate total. All individual scores (scores for
enrollment leeation-and economics) are normalized using maximum-minimum normalization using
feature scaling, wherein their values fall between 0-1. Individual scores are calculated in the following
ways:

The enrollment score takes enrollment data and normalizes it on a scale from 0-1

e The economic score is determined by firstcaleulating-a-county-score-where-the z-score-of the

county’s-median-household-income-is-added-to-the-z-the-score of the county’s poverty rate-level and
the-swm-s normalized between 0-1.

For all schools, lecated-within-single-high-school-counties the county ecenemicseore poverty level

serves as the school economic score.

WAVSSAC-Competition-Balance Committee. The formulas will be weighted to reflect 80% for

enrollment and 20% for county economic score. All county data (pepulation,-median-househeld
income,and-poverty rate level) are from the most recent US-Census-American-Compunity-Survey’s




Five Year Estimates-and-the distances-are-determined-using Google- Maps-SAIPE (Small Area Income
and Poverty Estimates).

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.

« Location score by finding distance from the school to the closest city with a population of 10,000 or more was excluded.
West Virginia schools are spread out. Being a certain distance from a city of 10,000 offers no competitive benefit for rural
schools. For example, Midland Trail being 25 miles from Beckley offers us no benefits or competitive advantages. Most kids
are further distances than that away.

» Median Household Income and Free and Reduced Lunch were taken out of our proposal. Many counties have moved to
Universal Feeding, and therefore, data is not accurate or reflective of population. If we all are not using the same system
across the state, then this is flawed. Median Household Income was also taken out of our proposal. For example, Prince,
West Virginia in Fayette County is listed as one of the wealthiest towns in West Virginia. Out of state occupants and vacation
homes located on the New River should not be factored into median household incomes.

o Poverty Level is the only thing used for economic score. It is quite simple, the more money you have, they more
opportunities you have. Each school’s poverty level can be pulled off of the SAIPE and given a value between 0-1. For
example, McDowell County has the highest poverty rate, so all schools in McDowell County would be given a poverty score
of .01. Jefferson County has the lowest poverty rate, so all schools in Jefferson County would be given a poverty score of .55.
There are 55 counties in the state so the poverty scores would range from .01 - .55.

» The Competitive Balance Committee was removed because it is perceived that that numbers were manipulated to gain
desired results through a bias lens. Classifications should be determined using clear data that everyone can interpret
removing any bias.

» SAIPE (small area income and poverty estimates) were used for poverty levels because it produces estimates of income
and poverty for states, counties, and school districts.

Other Rules Affected
Rule 127-3-10 Section 10-1 Page 65
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.




PROPOSAL 17

NITRO




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted,

Principal Submitting Proposal {please sign): M &Lﬂ)’(&-—-—”

School: 1 +v? H\'ul | Daytime Phone: 394 155 lﬂzj Evening Phone: 3o 4 5% 7 ng’
¥ U
Directions:
1. Onlyone proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.
2. All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.
3. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.
4. Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section: 127-3-10 | Rule Number; 10.1 | Page: 63

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strke
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.1. Each member high school shall be classified as either AAAA, AAA, AA, or A for all sports that

contain four classifications based en-the-tetal-scoregiven-by-the-classification-meodel thatconsiders
the—faete#s«ef-en#e#ment—leeaﬂen—andeeanemres— on enrollment. The desugnat;on shal! be done

October 2024 enroliment and become effectlve for the 2025 2026 schoo! year, Classes shall be

divided as evenly as feasible with some discretion afforded to the Board of Directors. Given that no
schoo! shall be classified with a schoo! that has a difference of more than 1000 students. There shall

be no appeals of ¢lassification granted.

If this proposal passes, Section 127-3-10 Rule 10.7 would be striked through.

Rationale: Be very clear In your explanation.
The current structure related to appeals renders the competitive balance formula ineffective. Appeals are entenable. They
have a yearly impact on classification, conference alignment, scheduling, playoff points, and playoff seeding.

Other Rules Affected

Rule 10.7 Section 127-3-10 Page 63
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.




PROPOSAL 18

PIKEVIEW




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024,
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

9 4N
Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): LI /ey

School:PikeView High School | Daytime Phone: 304-384-7586 | Evenitig Phone:304-952-4273

Directions:

1. Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.

2. All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.

3. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

4. Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.
Section:Appendix 1 | Rule Number: n/a | Page:20

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

APPENDIX 1 This considers the following factors: enrollment Hecation-and-econemies. Thesefactors-are
given-individual-scores,which-are then-given-a-weighted-aggregate total-AlHndividual-seores{seoresfor
enrolimentlocation-and-economics)-are-normalized-using-maximum-minimum-normalization-using-feature
scaling-wherein-their-valuesfall between-0-1ndividualseores-are-caleulated-in-the-following-ways: The
enrollmentsecore-takes-enroliment-data-and-normalizesit-on-a-scalefrom-0-1=The location-score-is-calenlated
by-finding-the-distance-from-thescheol-te-the-closest-city-with-a-population-of-10,000-er-mere-then-nermalized
between-0-1-sThe economicscoreis-determined-by-first-calewlating-a-county-score-where-the-z-score-of the
county’s-median-househeldincome-is-added-te-the z-score-of the-county’spoverty-rate-and-the-sum-s
normalized-between-0-1-Forallschoolslocated-within-single-high-school-counties; the-county-economicscore
serves-as-theschool-economicscore—Forallschoolslocated-within-multi-high-scheel-counties Direct-Certified
numbers-onstudents-eligible for-freeorreduced-lunch-are-used-to-seale-the-county-economic-score-Fhesealing
is-accomplished-by-comparing-the-Direct-Certified-numbers-of-each-individualscheelwith-the-county-average:
Weights-are-applied-to-each-score-that-are-determined-based-on-gualitative-assessment-by-the WMSSAC
Competition-Balance-Committee, All county data {pepulatien,-median-househeld-incomeand-poverty-rate)-are
from-the-mostrecent-US-Census-American-Community-Survey's Five Year-Estimates-and-the-distances-are
determined-usingGoogle-Maps—Each member high school shall be classified as either AAAA, AAA, AA, or
A based enrollment figures in grades 9,10,11, and 12 at the end of the second school month of the

odd numbered year preceding the classification. The cutoff numbers are explained in §127-3-10.

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.
The former classification rule included both an economic score and a location score that didn’t serve all students equitably
as it was intended to do. PikeView High students are not benefitted by their proximity to Beckley. Travelling to Beckley
requires a trip up Interstate 77 which is a toll road and our students rely much more on their proximity to Princeton and
other areas south of our school that do not offer near the opportunities that Beckley supposedly has. The economic score
that was assigned to our area was also a concern as it had us with a score higher than many more urban and obviously more
affluent, resource rich areas. We feel that the fairest way to determine classification is by enrollment numbers, especially
considering the new transfer rule. We also feel that as a result of the transfer rule that reclassification should take place
every other year, The enrollment number should not include students that are expelled or in alternative school as they are
not eligible to participate in athletics.

Other Rules Affected

Rule127 Section3-10 Page62




Rule = . Section Page

Rule! Section’ = Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.




PROPOSALS 19, 20
SISSONVILLE




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please mgn% m

School: Sissonville High School | Daytime Phone:304 348 1954 | Evening Phone:304 951 1009

Directions:
1. Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.
2. All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.
3. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.
4. Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section: 127-3-10 | Rule Number:10.1 -10.7 l Page: 62

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.1. Each member high school shall be classified as either AAAA, AAA, AA, or A based on the total
score given by the classification model that considers the factors of enrollment; leeatien;-and
economics. Schools in the AAAA classification will be assigned to the top 16 teams in the AAAA
Classification. The designation shall be done after the end of the second school month of the odd
numbered year preceding the classification. For an explanation of the classification model, and how
scores are assigned, see Appendix 1.

10.2. Classification of member high schools shall be determined every feur two years on the even
numbered years and will remain in effect for a feur two year period unless the school experiences a
20% change in enrollment using WVDE enrollment figures at the end of the second school month.
Classification changes due to a 20% change in enrollment becomes effective next academic year.

10.3. A school may choose to compete in WVSSAC tournaments in any class above its classification
providing proper notification is made to the WVSSAC prior to Friday of week 27 after classification has
been approved by the Board of Directors. Approval of this option will be for a feur-two year period
and will be effective for individual sports sponsored by the school.

10.4.

The Board of Directors may structure the WVSSAC tournament series in each sport by classification
(AAAA-AAA-AA-A). Each sport will be structured according to the level of interest and accommodation
for tournament alignment. The WVSSAC will conduct a survey of the membership prior to any change
of structure of any given sport.

10.5. If a consolidation of two or more member schools occurs during the classification period, the
new member school will be reclassified based on the total score given by the classification model that
considers the factors of enrollment-eeatien; and economics.

10.6. No member school shall, based on the classification, be compelled to play more than one class
up from where it would be classified in a three class system based strictly on enrollment.




* Enrollment: Total number of students attending as determined by the second month report,
* Socioeconomics: Total number of Direct Certified Students, labeled as low SES and eligible for free
and/or reduced lunch attending that school multiplied by .5

* Corall schoolslocated-withinsingle high-schoolcounties the-county-eeonomic score-serves-as-the
school-economicseore:

*{Jsing a one{enrollment)-to-one half {Low SES population) scale the total number of Direct Certified
students in a school will be subtracted from the student body population {as determined by the
second month report).

* Assigned scores will be used to rank schools to create a competitive balance.

*Example — Enroliment = 500 Low SES =150x.5=75 (500—75 = Total score = 425)

W. Va. Code R. agency 127, tit. 127, ser. 127-03, app 1

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.
Rationale:
1. Resource Disparities: Schools in wealthier areas typically have access to better facilities,
equipment, and coaching staff. They may also have booster clubs that can fund additional resources
like training programs, travel expenses, and enhanced infrastructure. Conversely, schools in lower-
income areas may struggle to provide even basic necessities. This imbalance in resources affects the
guality of athletic programs and puts less affluent schools at a competitive disadvantage.
2. Student Participation Rates: Socioeconomic factors influence the number of students who
can participate in athletics. Students from low-income families may need to work after school, lack
transportation to practices or games, or be unable to afford personal sports equipment or
participation fees. This limits talent pools for schools in economically disadvantaged areas, which in
turn affects their ability to compete with wealithier schools.
3. Training and Development: Athletes from affluent backgrounds often have access to private
coaching, club sports, and specialized training programs that give them an advantage. In contrast,
students from lower sociceconomic backgrounds might only rely on school sports for development,
leading to unequal preparation and performance on the field.
4, Physical and Nutritional Differences: Students from low-income families are more likely to
face issues such as food insecurity, lack of healthcare, and limited access to fitness resources, which
can impact their physical development, stamina, and overall athletic potential. Wealthier students, on
the other hand, are often in a better position to maintain healthy lifestyles, giving them an inherent
advantage in athletics.
5. Mental and Emotional Health: Socioeconomic status also influences the emotional and
mental well-being of students. Students from lower-income families may experience higher levels of
stress due to financial instability or difficult home environments, which can affect their focus and




performance in sports. Wealthier students might have access to counseling, support services, and a
stable environment that fosters better mental health, contributing to their overall athletic success.

6. Creating a Fair Playing Field: The core principle of classifying teams by school size is to ensure
fair competition, but size alone doesn’t account for these significant disparities. Including
socioeconomic factors in classification models would create a more equitable framework, ensuring
that schools with similar access to resources compete against each other. This adjustment would
promote a level playing field where success is more reflective of talent, effort, and strategy, rather
than economic advantage.

7. Fostering Inclusivity: Accounting for socioeconomic factors in athletic classifications can
foster inclusivity and give schools in disadvantaged areas a better chance to succeed. This not only
improves the competitive nature of high school sports but also ensures that students from all
backgrounds have equal opportunities to participate, thrive, and benefit from the values that athletics
instill, such as teamwork, discipline, and leadership.

In summary, ignoring socioeconomic factors perpetuates inequality in high school athletics, where
wealthier schools consistently dominate. By considering these factors, athletic classifications can
better reflect fairness, providing all students with an equal opportunity to compete and succeed.

Other Rules Affected
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.




10.7. The WVSSAC Board of Directors is authorized to grant a waiver to a classification assignment
when it determines the rule fails to accomplish the purpose for which it is intended. The Board of
Directors will provide in writing the decision of appeal. This will include a rationale behind the
decision that underscores the reasons for approval and/or deniat of the waiver. Each member's vote
will be recorded and made public knowledge. The burden of explanation to determine if the rule
accomplishes it purpose falls to the Board of Directors, and it will be their responsibility to articulate
their reasoning in writing to the school requesting a waiver.

W. Va. Code R. § 127-3-10

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.
Rationale:
1. Resource Disparities: Schools in wealthier areas typically have access to better facilities,
equipment, and coaching staff. They may alsc have booster clubs that can fund additional resources
like training programs, travel expenses, and enhanced infrastructure. Conversely, schools in [ower-
income areas may struggle to provide even basic necessities. This imbalance in resources affects the
quality of athletic programs and puts less affluent schools at a competitive disadvantage.
2. Student Participation Rates: Socioeconomic factors influence the number of students who
can participate in athletics. Students from low-income families may need to work after school, lack
transportation to practices or games, or be unable to afford personal sports equipment or
participation fees. This limits talent pools for schools in economically disadvantaged areas, which in
turn affects their ability to compete with wealthier schools.
3. Training and Development: Athletes from affluent backgrounds often have access to private
coaching, club sports, and specialized training programs that give them an advantage. in contrast,
students from lower socioeconomic backgrounds might only rely on school sports for development,
leading to unequal preparation and performance on the field.
4, Physical and Nutritional Differences: Students from low-income families are more likely to
face issues such as food insecurity, lack of healthcare, and limited access to fitness resources, which
can impact their physical development, stamina, and overall athletic potential. Wealthier students, on
the other hand, are often in a better position to maintain healthy lifestyles, giving them an inherent
advantage in athletics.
5. Mental and Emotional Health: Socioeconomic status also influences the emotional and
mental weil-being of students, Students from lower-income families may experience higher levels of
stress due to financial instability or difficult home environments, which can affect their focus and
performance in sports. Wealthier students might have access to counseling, support services, and a
stable environment that fosters better mental health, contributing to their overall athletic success.
b. Creating a Fair Playing Field: The core principle of classifying teams by school size is to ensure
fair competition, but size alone doesn’t account for these significant disparities. Including
sociceconomic factors in classification models would create a more equitable framework, ensuring
that schools with similar access to resources compete against each other. This adjustment would
promote a level playing field where success is more reflective of talent, effort, and strategy, rather
than economic advantage.
7. Fostering Inclusivity: Accounting for socioeconomic factors in athletic classifications can
foster inclusivity and give schools in disadvantaged areas a better chance to succeed. This not only
improves the competitive nature of high school sports but also ensures that students from all
backgrounds have equal opportunities to participate, thrive, and benefit from the values that athletics
instill, such as teamwork, discipline, and leadership.
In summary, ignoring socioeconomic factors perpetuates inequality in high school athletics, where
wealthier schools consistently dominate. By considering these factors, athletic classifications can
better reflect fairness, providing all students with an equal opportunity to compete and succeed.




Other Rules Affected

Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.

West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): &‘/\J/{'P_’EL

School: Sissonville High School | Daytime Phone: 304 348 1954 | Evening Phone: 304 951 1009

Directions:
1. Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.
2. All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.
3. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.
4. Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section: Appendix | Rule Number: Appendix | | Page: 113

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

Appendix 1
ThIS con51ders the foIIowmg factors enrollment—leea%len and econom:cs T.-hese—ﬁaete%s—a#e—gven

ways:—These factors are used to calculate a score from which school will be ranked for classification.
Calculations will be conducted in the following ways:




PROPOSAL 21
SOUTH HARRISON




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wuvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024,
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

£ = J
Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): [~ & (). /{ _——

School:South Harrison High School | Daytime Phone:304-326-7440 | Evening Phone:304-203-7448

Directions:

Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.

All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.

Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

ol ol

Section:127-3-10 | Rule Number:10.1, 10.4, 10.5 | Page:62-63

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.
10.1 Each member high school shall be classified as either feffefe AAA, AA, or A based on the total
scors-givenby the-classification-medelthat-censiders thefactors-of enroliment, desatisnand asaramies.
The designation shall be done after the end of the second school month of the odd numbered year

preceding the classmcatlon ‘rerand-expranationofthe-elassificatiormodeb-and-how-scoresare

10 4 The Board of Dlrectors may structure the WVSSAC tournament series in each sport by
classification (Aofo*R-AAA-AA-A). Each sport will be structured according to the level of interest and
accommodation for tournament alignment. The WVSSAC will conduct a survey of the membership prior
to any change of stucture of any given sport,

10.5 If a consolidation of two or more member schools occurs during the classification period, the new

member school will be reclassified based on ihe-iotaiscoregivern by the Tiassifttation-modekthat
sonsiders-the-faetors-ef enroliment, Jesatien-and-ceomomies:

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.
The main purpose of a classification system is competitive balance within each class.

By basing classification on enrollment numbers, this ensures there is not an imbalance
competitvely amongst schools in the same classification. A school cannot be
competive against schools with 2 to 2.5 times more student athletes to choose from,
the location of the school or the socio-economic status of the school should not
matter. Classification should be solely based on total enrollment as it has been for
years.

Other Rules Affected
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.



PROPOSAL 22
SPRING VALLEY




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price @wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024,
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Prupo7(please sign):

School: Spring Valley High / Daytime Phone:304-429-1699 Evening Phone:304-544-3433
School

Directions:
1. Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.
2. Al proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.
3. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book,
4. Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.
Section: §127-3-10, Rule Number:10.1 - 10.2 -~ 10.3 | Page: 64-65 and 115
Classification, ~10,5 ~ 10.8 and Appendix 1 {Appendix 1)

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Tvpenthe present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and upderscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

§127-3-10. Classification.

10.1. Each member high school shall be classified as either AAAA, AAA, AA, or A based on the totai
score-given-by-the-classification-medel-that-considers-the-factors-ofenreliment-Hoeationand
econemics modified enroliment, which is calculated by calculating each schgol’s enroliment and the
number of Direct Certified students. Each student receiving Direct Certification services will only
count as 50% towards the modified enrolimenl. The designation shail be done after the end of the
second school month of the odd numbered year preceding the classification. For an explanation of
the classification model, and how scores are assigned, see Appendix 1.

10.2. Classification of member high schools shall be determined every four two years on the even
numbered years and will remain in effect for a four two year period unless the school experiences a
20% change in enrollment using WVDE enroliment figures at the end of the second school month.
Classification changes due to a 20% change in enrollment becomes effective next academic year.

10.3. A school may choose to compete in WVSSAC tournaments in any class above its classification
providing proper notification is made to the WVSSAC prior to Friday of week 27 after classification has
been approved by the Board of Directors. Approval of this option will be for a feur two year period
and will be effective for individual sports sponsored by the school.

10.5. If a consolidation of two or more member schools occurs during the classification period, the
new member school will be reclassified based on the total score given by the classification model that
considers the factors of enrollment;lecation-and-econemies and divect certification.

10.8 Each member school will receive all direct certified data, leading up to the re-classification
process




APPENDIX 1

This considers the following factors: enrollment leeatien and economics. These-factersare-given
individual-scores-which-are-then given-a-weighted-ageregate total-Albndividual seores-{seores-for
enreliment-location-and-economics}-are-normalized-using-maximum-minimum-normalization-using
feature scalingrwherein-theirvalues-fall-between0-1-individual seores-are-caleulated-in-thefollowing
Ways:

o The-enmroliment-score-takesenrellment data-and-normalizes-it-on-a-seale-from-0-1-

* The-lecation-scora-is-calelated-by-finding-the-distance-fram-the-school-to-the closest-city-witha
populatien-ef-10,000-0r-mere-then-narmalized-between 01

» The-economicsecore-is-determined-bydirst-calculatinga-county-score-where-the-s-score-of-the
county's-median-household-inceme-isadded-to-thez-score-of-the-county's poverty-rate-and-the-sum-is
normatized-betweend-1

Enrollment: The enroliment score is calculated hy the second month report every two years
s—For-ailscheslslocated within-single-high-schoolcountiesthe-county-economicscore-serves-as-the
schoolcconomicscores

= Forall-schosls-located-within-mult-high-school-counties, Direct Certified-numbers-on-students
eligible-for-free-orreduced-lunchare-used-to-scale-the-county-econemiescore-The-sealing-is
accomplished-by-comparingthe Direct Certified-numbers-of-each-individual-sehoelwith-the
county

Every two years, the enrollment data will be collected from the second month count. Additionally, the
direct certification data will be calculated and used to create a “maodified enroliment.” Students

receiving direct certification services will count as 50%, while each student not receiving direct
certification services will count as 100%.

Example:
Enroliment 3000 — Students receiving direct certification services 300. 300x 0.5 = 150

1000 {enroliment) — 150 (half of students receiving DC services) = 850 modified enrollment.

For sports with 4 classes:

AAAA- 900+ {16 Schools)

AAA- 899-500 {30 Schoaols)

AA- 499-250 (37 Schools)

A- 249 and below {41 Schools)

*Must have a minimum of 16 schools in each classification or the teams from the class below get

bumped up
*The same data wili be used to calculate the classifications in sports that have 2 and 3 classes,




We believe that socioeconomics play a major role in competitive balance. The challenge is finding a
simple way to accurately measure poverty and affluence. Socioeconomics is the driving force behind
access to things like travel ball, specialized training, golf courses, tennis facilities and many other
things that can make an impact on athletics. Free and reduced lunch has leng been the standard used
in education to measure poverty and these numbers are specific to each school. If we use only
enrollment to determine classification then it ignores the major Income and competitive balance
disparities that exist in our state. By using predetermined brackets, it takes away the mystery that
occurs in the process. Reclassifying every two years will ensure that we are using the most up to date
and accurate data.

. Other Rules Affected

| Rule: None Section Page
Ryle Section ~ - - Page
Rule Section . Page

Onrly member school principals may submit changes,




Total

Students Total Percent | Modified Class

School Directly Enrolled

Certified

Enroliment
Students Needy

1

Preston High School 518 1119 46.29% 860 AAA

John Marshall High School 510 1101 | 46.32% 846 AAA
Buckhannon Upshur High School 577 1120 51.52% 831.5 AAA
Greenbrier East High School 461 1011 45.60% 780.5 AAA
Oak Hill High School 623 1090 57.16% 778.5 AAA
Riverside High School 719 1132 63.52% 772.5 AAA
Spring Valley High School 505 985 51.27% 78248 AAA
Bridgeport High School 197 827 23.82% 728.5 AAA
Princeton Senior High School 522 967 53.98% 706 AAA
Capital High School 720 1058 68.05% 698 AAA
Winfield High School 221 792 27.90% 681.5 AAA
Saint Albans High School 517 922 56.07% 663.5 AAA
Brooke High School 385 844 45.62% 651.5 AAA
South Charleston High School 556 929 59.85% 651 AAA
Ripley High School 301 789 | 38.15% | 6385 AAA
Shady Spring High School 316 787 40.15% 629 AAA
Hampshire Senior High School 408 814 50.12% 610 AAA
Nitro High School 384 800 48.00% 608 AAA




Fairmont Senior High School 343 779 44.03% 607.5 AAA
Herbert Hoover High School 372 788 47.21% 602 AAA
Elkins High School 347 755 45.96% 581.5 AAA
Lincoln County High School 524 837 62.60% 575 AAA
East Fairmont High School 269 686 39.21% 551.5 AAA
North Marion High School 351 716 49.02% 540.5 AAA
Point Plea.sant Junior/Senior 375 723 51.87% 535.5 AAA
High School
Robert C. Byrd High School 393 731 53.76% 5345 AAA
Grafton High School 275 666 41.29% 528.5 AAA
Lewis County High School 414 730 56.71% 523 AAA
Nicholas County High School 354 697 50.79% 520 AAA
Keyser High School 327 667 49,03% 503.5 AAA
Chapmanville Regional High 375 666 56.31% 480.5 AA
School
Berkeley Springs High School 270 603 44.78% 468 AA
Pikeview High School 307 610 50.33% 456.5 AA
M Weir High School 233 570 40.88% 453.5 AA
Philip Barbour High School 284 589 48.22% 447 AA
Complex
Wayne High School 285 575 49.57% 432.5 AA
Bluefield High School 416 636 65.41% 428 AA
Independence High School 345 592 58.28% 419.5 AA
Sissonville High School 324 581 55.77% 419 AA
Mingo Cenfral Comprehensive 410 617 66.45% 412 AA
High School
Frankfort High School 132 476 27.73% 410 AA
Lincoln High School 244 528 46.21% 406 AA
Westside High School 316 558 56.63% 400 AA
Oak Glen High School 193 495 38.99% 398.5 AA
Scott High School 324 559 57.96% 397 AA
Roane County High School 253 518 48.84% 391.5 AA
Moorefield High School 230 492 46.75% 377 AA
Logan High School 356 554 64.26% 376 AA
Braxton County High School 278 507 54.83% 368 AA
James Monroe High School 229 477 48.01% 362.5 AA
Clay County High School 358 534 67.04% 355 AA
Liberty (Raleigh) High School 233 459 50.76% 3425 AA




Liberty (Harrison) High School 254 464 54.74% 337 AA
Wyoming g:::;}( East High 237 452 52.43% 333.5 AA
Poca High School 227 432 52.55% 318.5 AA
Ravenswood High School 188 410 45.85% 316 AA
Petersburg High School 193 406 47.54% 309.5 AA
Williamstown High School 114 359 31.75% 302 AA
Wheeling Central 0 300 0.00% 300 AA
Buffalo High School 156 376 | 41.49% 298 AA
Midland Trail High School 199 396 50.25% 296.5 AA
South Harrison High School 141 356 39.61% 285.5 AA
Tyler Consolidated High School 174 369 47.15% 282 AA
Doddridge County High School 156 344 45,35% 266 AA
Summers County High School 230 381 60.37% 266 AA
Greenbrier West High School 258 390 66.15% 261 AA
Ritchie County High School 190 348 54.60% 253 AA




This system counts each “direct certified” students as 50% to get the modified enrollment

Predetermined ranges for classes...

For sporis with 4 classes:
AAAA- 900+ (16 Schools)

AAA- 899-500 (30 Schools)

AA- 499-250 (37 Schools)

A- 249 and below (41 Schools)

*Must have a minimum of 16 schaols in each classification or the teams from the class below get
bumped up

*All direct certified data will be made available to each school leading up to the re-classification process



§127-3-10. Classification.

10.1. Each member high school shall be classifled as either AAAA, AAA, AA, or A based on the tetalscere
giverrby-the-classification-modelthat-considers the-facters-ofenrollmentlecatisnand-cconomies
modified enrollment, which is calculated by calculating each school’s enrollment and the number of
Direct Certified students, Each student receiving Direct Certification services will only count as 50%
towards the modified enroliment. The designation shall be done after the end of the second school
month of the odd numbered year preceding the classification. For an explanation of the classification
model, and how scores are assigned, see Appendix 1.

10.2. Classification of member high schools shall be determined every four two years on the even
numbered years and will remain in effect for a faur two year period unless the schoo! experiences a 20%
change in enrollment using WVDE enrollment figures at the end of the second school month,.
Classification changes due to a 20% change in enrollment becomes effective next academic year.

10.3. A school may choose to compete in WVSSAC tournaments in any class above its classification
providing proper notification is made to the WVSSAC prior to Friday of week 27 after classification has
been approved by the Board of Directors. Approval of this option will be for a feur two year period and
will be effective for individual sports sponsored by the school.

10.5. if a consolidation of two or more member schools occurs during the classification period, the new
member school will be reclassified based on the total score given by the classification model that
considers the factors of enrollmentecation;-and-economies and direct certification.

10,8 Each member school will receive all direct certified data, leading up to the re-classification process

APPENDIX 1

This considers the following factors: enroliment iseatien and economics. these-facters-are-given
individualseereswhish-are-then-given-a-weighted-aggregate-tetal-AlHndividualscores-{seoresfor
enrollment-location-and-economies)-are-normalized-usingmaimum-mintimum-nomalization-using
featurescalingrwhereln-thelrvaluesfall-between-0-1-Individualseeresare-caletiated-in-the-following
Ways:

+ The-errolmentseore-takes-enrellment data-and-normalizesitenascale- from -1

¢ The-lecationseoreis-caleulated-byfinding the-distance from-the schooliothe-closesteitywith-a
population-of-10,000-ermerethennormalized-between 0
» The-economicscore-is-determined-by-firskealeulating-a-county-score- where-the-z-seore-of-the-county's
rrediar-householddncome-traddedto-the-z-score-eb the-courbys-poverbyrate-and-the sum-s
normalized-betweend-1-
Enrollment; The enrollment score is calculated by the second month report every two vears
schooleconomieseore:




s Forallschosislocated-withlir-multi-high-schoolcounties Direct Certified-numbers-on-students

eligibleforfree-orreduced-lunch-are-used-to-scale-the-county-economicscore-Thesealing-is
accomplished by-comparing-the-Direct-Certified-numbers-of-each-individual schoslwith-thecounty

Every two vears, the enroliment data will_ be collected from_the second month caunt. Additionally, the
direct certification data will be calculated and used to create a “modified enrollment.” Students

receiving direct certification services will count as 50%, while each student not receiving direct
certification services will count as 100%.

Exampie;
Enrollment 1000 — Students receiving direct certification services 300, 300 x 0.5 = 150
1000 {enrollment) — 150 {half of students receiving DC services) = 850 modified enrollment.

For sports with 4 classes:
AAAA- 900+ (16 Schools)

AAA- 899-500 {30 Schools)

AA- 499-250 [37 Schools)
A- 249 and below {41 Schools)

*Must have a minimum of 16 schools in each classification or the teams from the class below get
bumped up

*The same data will be used to calculate the classifications in sports that have 2 and 3 classes,

Rationale: We believe that socioeconomics play a major role in competitive balance. The challenge is

finding a simple way to accurately measure poverty and affluence. Sociceconomics is the driving force
behind access to things like travel ball, specialized training, golf courses, tennis facilities and many other
things that can make an impact on athletics. Free and reduced lunch has long been the standard used in
education to measure poverty and these numbers are specific to each school. If we use only enrollment
to determine classification then it ignores the major income and competitive balance disparities that
exist in our state. By using predetermined brackets, it takes away the mystery that occurs in the process.
Reclassifying every two vears will ensure that we are using the most up to date and accurate data.
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West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.
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Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): Lori Barnhart i | 11000 ),

School: St. Marys High School ] Daytime Phone: 304-682-2421 ] Evening Phone: 304-481-9280

Directions:

1. Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.

2. All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.

3. Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

4. Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section:127-3-10 | Rule Number:10 | Page:62

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
threugh any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences,

§ 127-3-10 Classification

10.1. Each member high school shall be classified as either AAAA, AAA, AA, or Abased on the
total score given by the classification model that considers the factors of enrollment-egtien, and economics.
Schools in the AAAA classification will be assigned to a minimum of the top 16 teams with a maximum
of no more than 20 teams in the AAAA Classification The designation shall be done after the end of the
second school month of the odd numbered year preceding the classification. For an explanation of the
classificationmodel, and how scores are assigned, see Appendix 1.

10.2, Classification of memberhighschoolsshallbe determinedeverytwo feur yearson
theeven numberedyearsandwillremainineffectforatwo feur yearperiodunlesstheschoolexperiencesa20%
change in enrollment using WVDE enrollment figures at the end of the second school month.
Classification changes due to a20% change inenrolimentbecomeseffective nextacademicyear.

10.3. A school may choose to compete in WVSSAC tournaments in any class above its
classification providing proper notification is made to the WVSSAC prior to Friday of week .27 after
classification has beenapproved by the Board of Directors. Approvalofthisoptionwillbe forafstwoyear
periodandwillbe effective for individual sports sponsored by the school.

10.4. The Board of Directors may structure the WVSSAC tournament seriesineach sport
by classification (AAAA-AAA-AA-A). Each sport will be structured according to the level of interest and
accommodation for tournament alignment. The WVSSACwill conduct asurvey of the membership prior to any
change of structure of any given sport.

10.5. If a consolidation of two or more member schools occurs during the classification
period, the new member school will be reclassified based on the total score given by the classification model
that considers the factors of enrollmentHeeation, and economics.

10.6. Nomemberschoolshall, basedontheclassification, becompelledtoplaymorethan
one class up fromwhereitwould be classified inathree class system based strictlyonenroliment.




TheWVSSACBoardofDirectorsisauthorizedtograntawaivertoaclassificationassignment when it determines
the rule fails to accomplish the purpose for which it isintended.

10.7. The WVSSAC Board of Directors is authorized to grant a waiver to a classification
assignment when it determines the rule fails to accomplish the purpose for which it is intended. The
Board of Directors will provide in writing the decision of appeal. This will include a finding of fact and
conclusion of law. The Decision will be signed by each member of the Board of Directors and shall
clearly state each member’s vote. The burden of a clearly articulated explanation falls to the Board of
Directors, and it will be their responsibility to articulate their reasoning in writing to the school
requesting a waiver.

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.

Rationale in Support of the Rule change to § 127-3-10 Classification

1. Resource Disparity - Schools in both affluent areas and larger communities typically have
greater access to superior facilities, equipment, and experienced coaching staff. Additionally,
larger schools often benefit from broader support networks, such as well-established booster
clubs, that can fund enhanced resources like advanced training programs, travel expenses, and
upgraded infrastructure. In contrast, smaller schools or those in lower-income areas often
struggle to provide even basic athletic necessities. This imbalance in resources creates
significant disparities in the quality of athletic programs, putting smaller and less affluent
schools at a competitive disadvantage.

2. Student Participation Rates: Socioeconomic and community size factors both affect student
participation in athletics. Students from low-income families may face barriers such as after-
school jobs, lack of transportation to practices or games, or an inability to afford personal sports
equipment and participation fees. Smaller schools, too, may face challenges in fielding teams
due to fewer students overall, while larger schools with more students can easily fill rosters
and create deeper talent pools. These disparities limit the competitive potential of smaller and
economically disadvantaged schools compared to larger, well-resourced ones.

3. Training and Development: Athletes from both affluent backgrounds and larger schools have
access to private coaching, club sports, and specialized training programs, which provide them
with a significant edge in competition. By contrast, students from smaller schools or lower
socioeconomic backgrounds may rely solely on school sports for their development, leading to
unequal preparation and performance levels on the field. Larger schools can also offer more
varied athletic programs, providing additional opportunities for student-athletes to improve.

4, Physical and Nutritional Challenges: Students from low-income families are more likely to
experience issues such as food insecurity, lack of healthcare, and limited access to fitness
resources, all of which can hinder their physical development, stamina, and athletic potential.
Smaller schools in rural or economically challenged areas often lack the infrastructure or
programs to provide nutritional support and fitness resources, while students in wealthier or




larger schools are more likely to maintain healthy lifestyles, providing them with a competitive
advantage.

Mental and Emotional Health: Both socioeconomic status and school size can impact students’
emotional and mental well-being. Students from lower-income families often face stress from
financial instability or difficult home environments, affecting their focus and performance in
sports. Similarly, students in smaller schools may lack access to mental health resources and
counseling services. In contrast, wealthier students or those in larger schools may have access
to more robust support systems that foster better mental and emotional health, contributing
to their success in athletics.

Creating a Fair Playing Field: While classifying teams only by school size is intended to promote
fair competition, it fails to account for the disparities that arise from both socioeconomic
factors and the resources available in larger communities. Adjusting classification models to
consider not only school size but also socioeconomic factors would create a more equitable
framework, ensuring that schools with similar access to resources—whether economic or
community-hased—compete against one another. This would help create a level playing field
where success is based on talent, effort, and strategy rather than economic or community size
advantages.

Fostering Inclusivity: Including both socioeconomic factors and school size in athletic
classifications would foster greater inclusivity and give schools in disadvantaged areas or
smaller communities a better chance to succeed. This adjustment would not only enhance the
competitive balance of high school sports but also ensure that students from all backgrounds
and school sizes have equal opportunities to participate, thrive, and benefit from the values of
teamwork, discipline, and leadership that athletics promote.

In summary, ignoring both socioeconomic and school size disparities perpetuates inequality in high
school sports, where wealthier and larger schools tend to dominate. By considering these factors
in athletic classifications, the system can better reflect fairness, offering all students—regardless of
their school's size or resources—a more equal opportunity to compete and succeed.

Other Rules Affected
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.
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Section:127CSR3 | Rule Number: | Page:113

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

APPENDIX 1

This considers the following factors: enrollment, lecatien and economics. These factors are given
individual scores, which are then given a weighted aggregate total. All individual scores (scores for
enroliment, lecation-and economics) are normalized using maximum-minimum normalization using
feature scaling, wherein their values fall between 0-1. Individual scores are calculated in the
following ways:

The enrollment score takes enrollment data and normalizes it on a scale from 0-1.
o—Thelocation-score-is-caleulated-by-find-the-distance from-the-schoolto-the-closest-city-with-a
population-o0f-10;000-er-mere-thennormalized-between0-1-

o The economic score is determined by first-caleulating-a-county-score-where-the-z—seere-of the
county’s-median-household-income-isadded-to-the z-score-of the-county’s-poverty-rate-and
the-sum-s-nermalized-between-0-4-normalizing on a scale of 0-1 the direct certified numbers
of each individual school that is verified by the West Virginia Department of Education.

o—Forallschoslslocated-within-single-high-schoolcountiesthe-county-economic-score-sepses-as
the-schoel's-econemicscore:

o Forallsehoolslocated-withinmulti-high-schoolcounties, Direct-Certified-numbers-on-students
eligible-for-free-orreducedlunches-are-used-to-scale-the-county-econemiescore: Fhesealing
is-accomplished-by-comparing the Direct-Certified-numbers-of each-individual-school with-the
couty-average:

Weights are applied to each score that are determined based on qualitative assessment by
the WVSSAC Competitive Balance Committee. All county data (population, median household
income, and poverty rate) are from the most recent US-Census-American-Community-Survey’s
Five-Year-Estimates West Virginia Department of Education’s numbers and-the-distancesare
determined-using-Google-Maps-




Ratlonale: Be very dear in your explanation,

Rationale in support of the revisions to Appendix 1:

1. Resource Disparity - Schools in both affluent areas and larger communities typically have
greater access to superior facilities, equipment, and experienced coaching staff. Additionaliy,
larger schools often benefit fram broader support networks, such as well-established booster
clubs, that can fund enhanced resources like advanced training programs, travel expenses, and
upgraded infrastructure. In contrast, smaller schools or those in lower-income areas often
struggle to provide even basic athletic necessities. This imbalance in resources creates
significant disparities in the quality of athletic programs, putting smaller and less affluent
schools at a competitive disadvantage.

2. Student Participation Rates: Socioecanomic and community size factors both affect student
participation in athletics. Students from low-income families may face barriers such as after-
school jobs, lack of transportation to practices or games, or an inability to afford personal sports
equipment and participation fees. Smaller schools, too, may face challenges in fielding teams
due to fewer students overall, while larger schools with more students can easily fill rosters
and create deeper talent pools. These disparities limit the competitive potential of smaller and
economically disadvantaged schools compared to larger, well-resourced ones,

3. Training and Development: Athletes from both affluent backgrounds and larger schools have
access to private coaching, club sports, and specialized training programs, which provide them
with a significant edge in competition. By contrast, students from smaller schools or lower
sociveconomic backgrounds may rely solely on school sports for their development, leading to
unequal preparation and performance levels on the field. Larger schools can also offer more
varied athletic programs, providing additional opportunities for student-athletes to improve.

4. Physical and Nutritional Chaltenges: Students from low-income families are more likely to
experience issues such as food insecurity, lack of healthcare, and limited access to fitness
resources, all of which can hinder their physical development, stamina, and athletic potential.
Smaller schools In rural or econoiically challenged areas often lack the infrastructure or
programs to provide nutritional support and fitness resources, while students in wealthier or
larger schools are more likely to maintain healthy lifestyles, providing them with a competitive
advantage.

5. Mental and Emotional Health: Both socioeconomic status and school size can impact students’
emotional and mental well-being. Students from lower-income families often face stress from
financial instability or difficult home environments, affecting their focus and performance in
sports. Similarly, students in smaller schools may lack access to mental health resources and
counseling services. In contrast, wealthier students or those in larger schools may have access
to more robust support systems that foster better mental and emotional health, contributing
to their success in athletics.

6. Creating a Fair Playing Field: While classifying teams only by school size is intended to promote @'
fair competition, it fails to account for the disparities that arise from both socioeconomic
factors and the resources available in larger communities. Adjusting classification models to
consider not only school size but also socioeconomic factors would create a more equitable
framework, ensuring that schools with similar access to resources—whether economic or

L



community-based—compete against one another. This would help create a level playing field
where success is based on talent, effort, and strategy rather than economic or community size
advantages.

Fostering Inclusivity: Including both socioeconomic factors and school size in athletic
classifications would foster greater inclusivity and give schools in disadvantaged areas or
smaller communities a better chance to succeed. This adjustment would not only enhance the
competitive balance of high school sports hut also ensure that students from all hackgrounds
and school sizes have equal opportunities to participate, thrive, and benefit from the values of
teamwork, discipline, and leadership that athletics promote.

In summary, ignoring both socioeconomic and school size disparities perpetuates inequality in high
school sports, where wealthier and larger schools tend to dominate. By considering these factors in
athletic classifications, the system can better reflect fairness, offering all students—regardless of their
school's size or resources—a more equal opportunity to compete and succeed.

Other Rules Affected

Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.
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§127-3-10. Classification.

10.1. Each member high school shall be classified as either AAAA, AAA, AA, or A based on the total
score given by the classification model that considers the factors of enroliment;-and out of area
attendance-ecation-and-econemics:

The designation shall be done after the end of the second school month of the odd numbered year
preceding the classification. For an explanation of the classification model, and how scores are
assigned, see Appendix 1.

10.2. Classification of member high schools shall be determined every four two years on the even
numbered years and will remain in effect for a feur two year period unless the school experiences a
20% change in enroliment using WVDE enroliment figures at the end of the second school month.
Classification changes due to a 20% change in enrollment becomes effective next academic year.

10.3. A school may choose to compete in WVSSAC tournaments in any class above its classification
providing proper notification is made to the WVSSAC prior to Friday of week 27 after classification has
been approved by the Board of Directors. Approval of this option will be for a-feur two year period
and will be effective for individual sports sponsored by the school.

10.4. The Board of Directors may structure the WVSSAC tournament series in each sport by
classification (AAAA-AAA-AA-A). Each sport will be structured according to the level of interest and
accommodation for tournament alignment. The WVSSAC will conduct a survey of the membership

prior to any change of structure of any given sport.

10.5. If a consolidation of two or more member schools occurs during the classification period,
the new member school will be reclassified based on the total score given by the classification model
that considers the factors of enrollment,-out of area attendance-lecationand-cconomies.

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
theough any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.




127CSR3
APPENDIX 1
This considers the following factors: enroliment, lecatien-and out of area attendance and-econemies.

Thesefactorsaregiven

A School enrollment shall be determined using the following formula:
1) School enroliments will be collected every 2 (two) years using information available through
WVDE and WVEIS

A) Astudent residing in the attendance area of the school they are competing for
will be assigned a value of 1 (one).

B) A student residing outside of the designated attendance area, but in the same
county shall be assigned a score of 1.25

C) A student residing outside of the county shall be assigned a score of 1.5

D) A student residing outside of the state shall be assigned a score of 2

The total number of students in each category shall then be totaled and a number calculated.
Classifications shall be based on this number.

There shall be 4 classifications in the following sports:
Football, Basketball, Cheer, Volleyball, Baseball, Softball

There shall be 3 classifications in the following sports:
Golf, Cross Country, Wrestling, Track, Soccer

There shall be 2 classifications in the following sports:
Tennis, Swimming




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission

Rule Change Proposal Form

Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or

deletion, must be em

ailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.

Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): Edson Arneault

School:Weir High School | Daytime Phone:304- 748- 7600 | Evening Phone:

Directions:

Only one pro
All proposals

BN - B o

posal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.
must be stated clearly and concisely.

Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.
Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section: §127-3-10.
Classification.

Rule Number: 10.1 Page:

Type the recommend

ation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and steike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.1. Each member high school shall be classified as either AAAA, AAA, AA, or A based on the total
score given by the classification model that considers the factors of enroliment;-and out of area

attendancelecationand-econemies:

The designation shall be done after the end of the second school month of the odd numbered year
preceding the classification. For an explanation of the classification model, and how scores are

assigned, see Appendix 1.

Other Rules Affected

Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): Edson Arneault

School:Weir High School

| Daytime Phone:304- 748- 7600 | Evening Phone:

Directions:

All proposals

k- il ol

must be stated clearly and concisely.

Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.

Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.
Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section: §127-3-10.
Classification.

Rule Number: 10.2

Page:

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike

through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.2. Classification of member high schools shall be determined every four two years on the even
numbered years and will remain in effect for a feur two vear period unless the school experiences a
20% change in enroliment using WVDE enroliment figures at the end of the second school month.
Classification changes due to a 20% change in enroliment becomes effective next academic year

Other Rules Affected
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): Edson Arneault
School:Weir High School l Daytime Phone:304- 748- 7600 ‘ Evening Phone:

Directions:

Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.

All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.

Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

-l ool s

Section: §127-3-10. Rule Number: 10.3 Page:

Classification.
Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and stetke
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.3. A school may choose to compete in WVSSAC tournaments in any class above its classification
providing proper notification is made to the WVSSAC prior to Friday of week 27 after classification has
been approved by the Board of Directors. Approval of this option will be for a-feur two year period
and will be effective for individual sports sponsored by the school.

Other Rules Affected
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.



West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): Edson Arneault
School:Weir High School | Daytime Phone:304- 748- 7600 | Evening Phone:

Directions:

Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.

All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.

Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.
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Section :APPENDIX 1 | Rule Number: | Page:
Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

127CSR3
APPENDIX 1
This considers the following factors: enroliment, leeation-and out of area attendance anrd-economies.

Fhese-factors-are-given

A School enroliment shall be determined using the following formula:
1) School enrollments will be collected every 2 (two) years using information available through
WVDE and WVEIS




A) A student residing in the attendance area of the school they are competing for
will be assigned a value of 1 (one).

B) A student residing outside of the designated attendance area, but in the same
county shall be assigned a score of 1.25

C) A student residing outside of the county shall be assigned a score of 1.5

D) A student residing outside of the state shall be assigned a score of 2

The total number of students in each category shall then be totaled and a number calculated.
Classifications shall be based on this number.

There shall be 4 classifications in the following sports:
Football, Baskethall, Cheer, Volleyball, Baseball, Softball

There shall be 3 classifications in the following sports:
Golf, Cross Country, Wrestling, Track, Soccer

There shall be 2 classifications in the following sports:
Tennis, Swimming

Other Rules Affected
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.




West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price@wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024,
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): Edson Arneault

School:Weir High School

| Daytime Phone:304- 748- 7600 | Evening Phone:

Directions:

rall i

Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.
All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.
Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.

Section: §127-3-10.
Classification.

Rule Number: 10.5

Page:

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.5. If a consolidation of two or more member schools occurs during the classification period,
the new member school will be reclassified based on the total score given by the classification model
that considers the factors of enrollment,-out of area attendance-ecationand-econormies

Other Rules Affected

Rule

Section

Page

Rule

Section

Page

Rule

Section

Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.
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West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Rule Change Proposal Form
Deadline for Submitting Proposal: October 9

Proposed changes in the WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook, whether by revision, addition or
deletion, must be emailed to david.price @wvssac.org by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 9, 2024,
Only rules pertaining to CLASSIFICATION and/or APPENDIX 1 may be submitted.

Principal Submitting Proposal (please sign): Elizabeth Smith and Eric Cheeseman (AD)

School: Wirt County High Daytime Phone:304-275-4241 Evening Phone:304-481-9223
School

Directions:

Only one proposal per page. If additional sheets are needed please copy.

All proposals must be stated clearly and concisely.

Word the proposal exactly as you want it to appear in the Rule Book.

Write a short rationale stating the problem, why the rule should be changed/added, etc.
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Section: §127-3-10
Classification

Rule Number:10.4 Page:62

Type the recommendation or proposal, using the exact wording desired. Type the present wording of the rule and strike
through any deletions and underscore any new words, phrases or sentences.

10.4. The Board of Directors may structure the WVSSAC tournament series in each sport by classification
(AAAA-AAA-AA-A). Each sport will be structured according to the level of interest and accommaodation
for tournament alignment. The WVSSAC will conduct a survey of the membership prior to any change of
structure of any given sport.

Wrestling will be classified by 2 classes while following the 4 class system.
- A and AA will wrestle together
- AAA and AAAA will wrestle together.

Rationale: Be very clear in your explanation.
Wrestling is arguably the most unbalanced sport in regards to competition and the size of classes. In a sport where 4 qualifiers
come from each region, having a region of only 6 teams in AAA while there are regions 3 times the size of this in A/AA provides
an unfair advantage to larger schools.

There are currently 66 Schools wrestling in A/AA. Regional humbers are as follows: Region 1- 18, Region 2- 17, Region 3- 14,
Region 4-17.

There are currently 32 Schools wrestling in AAA. Regional numbers are as follows: Region 1- 9, Region 2- 6, Region 3- 10, Region
4-7.

By using the same classifications for Wrestling as Boys and Girls Basketball, Baseball, Softball, and Volleyball we will be able to
have more balanced competition in one of the fastest growing sports.

This change would move 19 schools from A/AA to AAAJAAAA. This would put 47 Wrestling Schools in A/AA and 51 in
AAA/AAAA, creating a much more balanced classification in regards to wrestling.

Other Rules Affected

Rule: Appendix 1 Section Page
Rule Section Page
Rule Section Page

Only member school principals may submit changes.




